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         FROM   THE   DESK  OF  THE                

            PRESIDENT  

 

 
 

Welcome to Fall!   As I came to the end of my first year as President of WCBH, it was a greater challenge 

than I could have imagined. We had to cancel in person meetings, annual events, and our 65th club 

anniversary celebration due to the Covid-19 pandemic. It also took a toll on our daily lives and hopefully made 

us appreciate the people we take for granted in life, “the essential workers”. Due to Covid, the only money 

raised by the club was for 2 scholarships. See Chris's Scholarship article. 

 

Zoom meetings are fast becoming the way of the future and we had our first Zoom board meeting on 

Wednesday. It was a success and we were able to accomplish everything that needed to be done. We had 10 

members in attendance. Hopefully next month we will have 100%. We will try to have a Zoom general meeting 

soon. 

 

Diana, Magdalen, Nancy and I attended the Liberty District June Council meeting via Zoom. It was announced 

that Operation Chillout, a mobile outreach program, is the new state project of the NJSFWC for the next two 

years.  It is a program to help homeless veterans.   This summer our club raised $160 in donations to purchase 

cases of bottled water for the veterans.   Thanks for your generosity. A winter collection will be listed in the next 

newsletter. 

 

Diana, Chris and myself made over 200 small encouragement cards for the veterans. The job was made easy 

by using rubber stamps and colorful ink pads. 

 

Jane worked very diligently from Florida with Chris to publish our yearbook this year. Kudos to both for their 

hard  work. You should have gotten your yearbook by now.  Please let us know if you didn’t receive it. Take 

note of errors on page 9 and 10; meetings are held at Faith Lutheran, not the Y at 12 noon. 

 

To get members more engaged with simple activities, we are adopting a project at Autumn Lake Healthcare 

right here in Berkeley Heights.   See article under A New Endeavor for more information. We are also having 

an ongoing food drive to benefit needy families in our area. 

 

Welcome to Jennifer Kowantz, our new member. 

 

I am looking forward to a wonderful year filled with new endeavors in these difficult times. Hope to see 

everyone on the 15th. 

Phyllis 
“Always find time for the things that make you happy to be alive!”   Author Unknown 
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     PROGRAMS   Diana Wilfrid  General Meetings: Third Tuesday at 12:00pm 

      Programs begin at 1:00pm  

 NOTE:     Location:  Awaiting approval for the Pavilion at the lower  
    level of Columbia Middle School on Plainfield Avenue. The Pavilion is an  
    open air space with a cement floor. Picnic tables with attached benches are 
    available, but bring a pillow or towel or a lawn chair for a more comfortable  
    seat.  This is a lovely shady space where we can socially distance.  
 

      September 15  Steven Knapp, local author will discuss his first book, “The  Bones of Saint Pierre”.   
      October 20        Fall Fundraiser with a no contact card party. 
      November 17    Mayor Angie Devanney will be a guest speaker. 
      December 15      Holiday Luncheon, location and time TBD. 

 

 

 

    BOARD MEETINGS    First Wednesdays at 12:30pm Zoom Meetings 

                 September 2;   October 7;   November 4   December 2  
 

 

 

 

   MEMBERSHIP       Chris Bjornstad                                           

 
 
A warm  welcome to Jenniffer Kowantz.  She joined over the summer and her information is in the yearbook. 
 
Sadly we lost Gloria Lindley and Luise Anders.  The Club has made two donations of $25 in memory of each 
lady to the Berkeley Heights Public Library.  Condolences have been sent to their immediate families. 
We were just getting to know Luise, a charming lady with a lot of enthusiasm and ideas.  Having only been a 
member for one year, Luise was looking forward to being the Recording Secretary for the Club. 
 
There is so much to say about Gloria, a long time member of the Club. Her kindness, generosity, awareness, 
and willingness to take on new challenges will be remembered by everyone.  When the time is appropriate 
Phyllis Disturco and Chris Bjornstad will arrange for a memorial service for Gloria. 
 

 

     PERFORMING ARTS/CREATIVE WRITING           Liz Behne 

 

 October 12, Monday @ 11:00 am Meyersville Swamp Greenhouse 

      Meet at Liz Behne’s house, 81 Harwood Ave & car caravan 

      Outdoor lunch or just coffee after visit. 

       Contact Liz at 908-665-0625   

 

 

    BRIDGE                                                        Chris Bjornstad 

 
Bridge groups are being formed and the members of each group will be sent a schedule in October for 
their group.   It will be up to the members of each group to decide when they feel comfortable and safe to begin 
playing.  
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Health and Wellness (formerly Home Life) 

 

On Tuesday, October 13th, we will be meeting at 12:30pm to make table favors for Autumn Lake.  Location to 
be announced.   All members are welcome to join in. 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS                                         Chris Bjornstad, Education Chairman  

                                   

Although we had to cancel our Spring fundraiser where we would have raised money for our annual 
philanthropies, our scholarship fundraisers and donations allowed us to award two scholarships to seniors at 
Governor Livingston High School. Michele Hom received $1,000. She is attending Dickerson College. 
Kaitlyn Purcell received $500. She is attending Union County College and plans to finish her studies at a four 
year college. 
  

EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 

Our own Katie Eaton made over 150 masks that she donated to Club members, her church members, family, 

and friends. Kudos to Katie for a job well done! Keep up the good work! 

 

A NEW ENDEAVOR -  BRINGING JOY TO OTHERS  

 

This year the club will be adopting Autumn Lake Healthcare as an ongoing project. We will be collecting books, 

music CDs, adult coloring books, writing uplifting notes and making table favors for the residents. As things 

open up, we will be doing other activities with the facility. Please drop off your donations at Phyllis’s house at 

112 Windsor Way or call me and I will pick up your items.  Autumn Lake is located on Cottage Street, Berkeley 

Heights. 

 

Another project the club will undertake is collecting non-perishable food items for the needy in our local 

Berkeley Heights community.  Some ideas of non-perishable items are:  canned soups, beans, chicken; dried 

package soups; jar of peanut/almond butter; dried fruits, nuts, rice, granola/protein bars and pasta. 

 

Please bring food items to our September and October general meetings or drop off at Phyllis’s house. 

 

CLASSIFIED AD:   WCBH is looking for an individual to take notes at our board and general meetings as 

Recording Secretary.  No experience needed, just someone who would like to get a little involved with ladies 

who like to have fun.  If interested, please call Phyllis McEnroe or Chris Bjornstad.     

*  *  *  * 

 

                  www.GFWC.org                    www.NJSFWC.org 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Diana Wilfrid 
Dell  Sept Oct 2020 

http://www.gfwc.org/
http://www.njsfwc.org/
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

 

Steven Knapp, a New Jersey native, is a graduate of Governor Livingston High School and Seton Hall 

University.  The Bones of Saint Pierre is his debut novel, part of the Mason Wright series.  

 

Steven researched the French cathedrals, catacombs, and works of art in his novel.  The story is fictional but 

the location is real.  The second book in the Mason Wright series, The Secrets of Saint Joanna, is scheduled to 

be published in 2020. 

 

As the world heads toward war, who can save France’s greatest treasures? 

 

The novel, set in 1940, follows the adventures of art historian Mason Wright, who loses his job at the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art.  His old flame, Collette pays a surprise visit to ask for his help in aiding her father 

in a risky and probably illegal plan to save the art treasures of France from a possible Nazi invasion. 

Mason gets caught up in a world of fine art, stolen paintings, and master forgeries. As Mason becomes aware 

he is one of the most wanted men in all of Europe, he puts his life in the hands of a man he barely knows.  

Mason travels down to the catacombs and streets of Paris, pursued by black marketeers and German spies.  

Mason can trust no one.  Can he find his way out of France before the Blitzkrieg begins? 

 

Steven resides in New Jersey with his wife of 17 years, Lori, and their two cats.  Spending time with family and 

friends, visiting New York City and listening to live music are some of the things they enjoy. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS 

I hope all our members will be able to attend this meeting.  The first meeting of the year is very important to 

bring everyone up to date with club happenings.  We have to vote on the budget and need a quorum.   

 

This engaging  author has presented many times to groups, but he hasn’t presented in an open air forum. This 

will be a new venue for him.   I would like to have a good  turn out of members to make him feel welcome and 

show that our club is enthusiastic to have him as our first speaker.   

 

I would like to add that this program is gratis. 

 

Steven will bring books to purchase and he will happily autograph one for you.  The books sell for $10.00, but 

can also be purchased thru Amazon or at Linda’s Creations in New Providence. (near Dunkin). 

I can guarantee this book is a page turner. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you on Tuesday, September 15. 

Thanks, 

Diana.    


